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It; ‘was durino the early au-
tu.;nn -days of Secptember-Octo-
.bET, 1962, that U. S. intelligence
exposed the introduction by Rus-
sia of surface-to-surface nuclear

missiles Into Cuba and the ad-

‘ministration of President John
‘F, Kennedy prepared a course
of action to have the Weapons
g removed

- Eight yeals later almost't-o
the day, another direct Russian
threat to U. S. security may bhe
taking shape in the Caribbean.
As in 1962, circumstances may
-have led the Russians to misun-
‘derstand the American mood.
‘That may be the reason the
‘Nixon Administration has chosen
to warn the Soviets vefore ir-
Jrefutable evidence of the Rus-
siam intentions is in.

; During 1962 the Kennedy Ad-
mmibtratwn s Bay of Pigs fiasco
was fresh in Russian memory as
a sign of American timidity.
Now, during the Nixon Adminis-
tration, the Soviets may be in-
terpreting America’s withdrawal
from Vietnam and the shrill
‘anti-war protests here at home
as open invitations to renew
their attempts to introduce of-
fenslve weapons into the West
'ern Hemisphere.

-Of course the Russians’ pooh-
‘pooh U. 8. fears that a strategic
~submarine base is to be the end
‘result of the activity at Cien-
‘fuegos on the southern coast of
Castro’s Cuba, but if the -1962

- mi¥sile ‘erisis teaches us any-

thing it is to be skeptical of any
Russian denials. _

* In his book, Thirteen Days, an
account of the Cuban -missile
_crisis, Robert F. Kennedy re-
counted numerous promises by
top Soviet leaders that no offen-
sive missiles had been or would
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‘be sent to Cuba Some of the
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promlse;) came - even as Ameri-
can intellioence was confirming
the rapid plepalatxon of missile
sites. : I
Now as the repxesenta,tives
of the CIA explained the U-2
photographs that morning, Tues-
day, October 16, we realized that

“it- had been les, one glegantic

fabric of lles,” he wrote. “The
Russians were putting missiles
in Cuba, and they had been ship-
bing them there and beginning
the construction of the sites at
the same time those varlous pri-

vate and public assurances were

being forwarded by Chalrman
Khrushchev to Presmlent Ken-

hedy.” . g

The understanding that

“emerged from the U.S. naval -

quarantine in 1962 was that all
offensive weapons would be re-
moved, and, in Presicent Kenne-
dy’s words, “kept out of the
Hemisphere In the

to be met, the possibility of U.
S. military  action against the

nearby Red threat cannot be
ruled out. 5

Americans cannot sanguinely
accept the bullding of a base for
misslle-bearing submarines in
Cuba, if that i{s what the Rus-
slans are up to, because it mat-

ters little to the the targets -
whether missiles are delivered
from land or from a seaport
base. The Russians would be

miscaleulating dreadfully, we .
believe, if they expect Richard

Nixon to be any less alairmed

over their machinations in Cuba
than John Kennedy was, or the
majority of American people to

be less concerned about their .
security in 1970 than they were

in 1962
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future.”
Unless those conditions continue
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